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HE frequent bursting of hose at fires in New York has 
been a matter of complaint for a number of years, but 

was forced upon the attention of the authorities by the burst- 
ing of an unusual quantity at the Parker fire, whereby a se- 
rious loss of property followed. The firemen were handi- 
capped, for no sooner would they get a line of hose laid in an 
advantageous position and the water turned on than one or 
more lengths would burst and the entire line put out of busi- 
ness. This led to an investigation by a commission, which has 
spent much time looking into the condition of all the hose in 
the department, and the specifications under which it was 
bought. The commission finds that in some cases the specifi- 
cations were not sufficiently explicit as to the requirements of 
hose for fire purposes, and in other instances inferior hose 
was furnished by the manufacturers. The cotton hose re- 
quired for service under high pressures is supposed to be 
made from Sea Island cotton, which has a long fiber and great 
strength, but investigation shows that in some of the hose 
tested, inferior cotton was used, and that the hose furnished 
did not come up to the samples submitted by the manufac- 
turers. An inferior quality of rubber was also used in the 
lining, which did not properly protect the fabric. The de- 
fects discovered have led the corporation counsel to begin legal 
proceedings against certain manufacturers, with a view to re- 
covering damages under the bonds they had given when sup- 
plying the hose. The trouble lies primarily in the system that 
has long been in vogue in many of the city departments of 
purchasing supplies through middle men. These persons are 
always Tammany Hall “heelers’” who have “a pull,” and so 
are in absolute control. All supplies must come through them, 
and they are expected to bleed the manufacturers to the full 
limit. To keep their standing with Tammany these middle 
men must make liberal contributions to its treasury, and the 
manufacturers must furnish the money. They must make a 
profit on their goods or they cannot live, and so they resort to 
skimping the quality and quantity of supplies furnished. This 
is not the first time that middle men have appeared in con- 
nection with fire-hose swindles, and it is to be hoped that the 
whole system may now be so thoroughly exposed that here- 
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after manufacturers may have an opportunity to deal directly 
with the departments and not have to pay a commission to 
some petty politician to get their goods accepted. The proper 
persons to decide as to the kind of hose to be used in the fire 
department are the practical firemen, whose reputation, and 
often their lives, depend upon hose that is absolutely trust- 
worthy. Let the purchase of all supplies required in the de- 
partment rest with the practical men, and the fire insurance 
interests will feel much more secure, and the companies will 
have fewer losses to pay as the result of bursted hose. 





HE commissioners of accounts having undertaken the in- 
vestigation of the fire department of New York, fol- 
lowing the fatal fire of the Parker building, find much to 
criticise and many things to condemn, In another paragraph 
we. refer to the rotten hose which was discovered in the de- 
partment, and for which the corporation council proposes to 
hold certain manufacturers responsible. The report of the 
commissioners condemns unsparingly the fire alarm system, 
which they declared to be inadequate, faulty in original de- 
sign, and in such a state as to be beyond repair. They say 
that the remedy lies in the installation of a new system of 
fire alarm, which would cost something over a million and a 
half dollars,'and it is hoped that the board of estimate will 
make the necessary appropriations to have these recommenda- 
tions carried out without delay. It has long been known to 
the firemen and to the underwriters that the system of fire 
alarm was totally inadequate for a city of this magnitude and 
the authorities have been urged to replace it. The intima- 
tion made by the commissioners after their investigation of 
the various departments of the fire service, that “graft” pre- 
vailed to a considerable extent, is not news to anyone at all 
familiar with-the affairs in this city. The fire alarm system 
has been for many years a subject, if not of absolute “graft,” 
at least of political “pull” and preference given to inferior 
supplies, despite the protests of electrical experts. That there 
was “a pull” in connection with the fire alarm system has long 
been apparent, as it has been known to exist in the supplies of 
steam engines, hose and other appliances. With the facts pre- 
sented by the commissioners before them, it would seem that 
the authorities would be forced to take action that will greatly 
improve the fire department service and render adequate pro- 
tection to the needs of the largest city on the continent. 





T frequently happens that persons who have taken out 
| policies of life insurance allow the same to lapse for 
frivolous or inadequate reasons. This is, of course, impolitic 
and an injustice to those who had been named as beneficiaries 
under the policies. Life insurance is designed primarily to 
care for those who are dependent upon the person insured, 
and he who has so far seen the wisdom of it as to secure a 
policy should have the will and the determination to keep it in 
force, even at the cost of a little self-sacrifice. Some of those 
who have permitted their policies to lapse have done so 
without a full knowledge of their conditions, and oblivious of 
the fact that certain benefits had already accrued to which 
they were entitled. The National Life Insurance Company of 
Vermont last year printed in The National Messenger a list 
of a number of persons who either hold or are entitled to hold 
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paid-up policies for amounts varying from $50 to $2500, but 
whose whereabouts is unknown. It asked for information re- 
garding them, with the result that they succeeded in locating 
150 of the persons named. Thirteen of the number were 
dead, but the claims were settled to the satisfaction of the 
heirs; seven of the policies expired, and thirty-three sur- 
rendered their contracts for $14,608, making cash payments 
of $16,523 paid out by the company on account of these for- 
gotten or unknown benefits. The company now prints a new 
list of about one hundred persons who have valid claims 
under forgotten policies, ranging in amount from $50 to 
$2500, and asks for information regarding them. It is prob- 
able that in many instances the policies have been lost, or in 
case of the death of the insured that their heirs have been un- 
able to find them, and had no knowledge of their existence. 
But the company has the complete record of every policy it 
has ever issued, and if its beneficiaries fail to put in an ‘ap- 
pearance, they go right on accumulating and increasing in 
value. Many of those who were named in last year’s list were 
greatly surprised when they learned that a sum was due them 
and made correspondingly happy when the sum was paid in 
good, substantial cash. It was to them like finding money in 
the street. This is one phase of the life insurance system and 
illustrates how carefully and systematically the business is 
conducted, and that its benefits are continuous, even though 
unknown. 





f is learned that the Insurance Commissioner of Oklahoma 
| has requested an opinion from the Attorney-General of 
that State as to whether or not the latter construes the anti- 
trust law as being applicable to fire insurance companies and 
agents. This law is objectionable not only because it forbids 
ordinary co-operation between fire insurance companies, but 
also because it forbids the owning of stock of dny other com- 
pany which is in the same line of business and may be re- 
garded as being a competitor. If the Attorney-General holds 
that the law applies to fire insurance companies, a few com- 
panies will doubtless be obliged to withdraw from the State, 
while the others will have to protect themselves against the 
chance of loss, which may be due to inability to combine the 
results of their experience, by charging somewhat higher rates 
than have hitherto obtained. 





HE resignation of Henry L. Palmer last week as presi- 
dent of the Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance com- 

pany of Milwaukee was not wholly unexpected, as he had 
stated his determination to some of his friends. Mr. Palmer 
retires from actual service at the mature age of eighty-nine 
years, after fifty years’ connection with the company in va- 
rious capacities, and having been its president since January, 
1874. He had previously been a practicing lawyer in Mil- 
waukee, and was elected Probate Judge, which office he re- 
signed to accept a position with the Northwestern upon its 
organization. As an executive officer, he outlined the policy 


of the company, which has been progressive, and at the same: 
time conservative. When he accepted the presidency in 1874 
the company had less than $65,000,000 of insurance in force. 
While under his administration this had grown until on Jan- 
uary I of this year it had in force insurance to the amount of 
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$881,563,592, a record of which any man might be justly 
proud. In addition to increasing the business of the company, 
Judge Palmer built up for it a reputation for fair, honest and 
liberal dealing with its policyholders, which made it one of 
the most popular institutions of its kind in the country. As 
a member of the legislature in 1870, Judge Palmer did much 
to shape the insurance laws of Wisconsin for the protection 
of policyholders. Full of years and ripe experience, Judge 
Palmer lays down the cares and anxieties of executive man- 
agement, and can feel assured that the labors of his life have 
benefited his fellow men to a great extent, and that the good 
work he has done is fully appreciated and will live long in the 
memories of his followers in the paths he has made practi- 
cable and smooth for them. 





N this issue of THE SpecTaTor will be found another com- 
munication from “Investigator,” entitled “The Problem 
of Adjusting.” He deals entirely with the adjustment of 
claims against liability insurance companies, and having had 
a wide experience in that line, his opinions are entitled to con- 
sideration. He favors prompt and painstaking adjustments 
of claims, and immediate settlement by compromise, if neces- 
sary, rather than taking the chance of prolonged litigation. He 
thinks such practice would be in the best interests of the com- 
panies, and eventually do away with the multitude of fictitious 
claims that companies now have to consider, and so avoid 
much litigation. There are other experts in the liability busi- 
ness who hold opposite views, and think that liability claims 
should only be settled after the extent of the liability has been 
fully ascertained and every evidence of fraud eliminated. A 
trial in court may be necessary to accomplish this. They also 
hold that immediate payment of personal injury damages 
serves as an inducement to others to make heavy claims for 
trivial injuries; claims that would not be made at all if the 
claimant knew that he would have to establish his case in 
court. The question is one of company policy, and the better 
course to pursue can be determined only by experience. A 
discussion of the subject will certainly be of advantage to 
liability insurance, and we hope others will express their views 
regarding this or any other branch of the business. 





ESPITE the long heated period which has been experi- 
enced in and about New York, the city is making an 
excellent showing in the matter of public health. The death 
tates for June, according to health department statistics, show 
very considerable declines in all of the three principal bor- 
oughs as compared with the death rates in June, 1907. In 
Manhattan the rate fell from 17.89 per thousand to 14.57; in 
the Bronx the decline was from 18.01 to 16.35; while in 
Brooklyn the rate fell from 15.84 to 14.18. The street clean- 
ing department claims much credit for the fine record shown 
above, and perhaps justly. However, New Yorkers have 
reason to feel gratified with the evident healthfulness of their 
home city. 





As a result of the Darr mine disaster of December 19, 1907, when 
nearly 300 men lost their lives, suits for damages aggregating 
$950,000 were entered in the United States Circuit Court at Pitts- 
burg on July 16 by relatives of the victims. There were eighteen 
plaintiffs. 
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IN AND ABOUT NEW YORK. 


The Superintendent of Insurance of New York gave a hearing last 
week on the first formal complaint which has been made under the 
anti-twisting law enacted ‘at the last legislative session. The com- 
plainant is Wilbur H. Pierson, of the New York Life staff, and 
the charges are filed against L. G. Burr, an agent in the New York 
office of the Northwestern Mutual Life. Mr. Pierson was represented 
at the hearing by J. H. McIntosh, general counsel of the New York 
Life, and Mr. Burr was represented by his attorney, H. A. Powell. 
Mr. Pierson’s complaint charges that Mr. Burr endeavored to induce 
James H. Burton of Mt. Vernon to allow one policy for $10,000, 
which he has carried in the New York Life since October 15, 1903, 
and three others for $5000 each, taken out in 1904, to lapse and take 
Northwestern policies in their stead. A long letter alleged to have 
been written by Burr was cited in the complaint, which letter is 
an exhibit of probable results under the New York Life policy and 
various statements as to the proposed adjustment. The complaint 
charges that the figures submitted are wilful misrepresentations, and 
that certain statements attributed to Zeno M. Host, former Insurance 
Commissioner of Wisconsin, regarding deferred dividend policies 
were never made by him. Superintendent Otto Kelsey took the 
matter under advisement. 


BOSTON AND VICINITY. 


At the instance of Insurance Commissioner Hardison, the Attorney - 
General of Massachusetts has filed information against the Win- 
chester (Mass.) Mutual Benefit Association, seeking an injunction 
to restrain it from doing further business, and for the appointment of 
a receiver to wind up its affairs. The directors voted to discontinue, 
and the proceedings are brought by agreement. 

The four men who lost their lives by the explosion of a gasoline 
launch at Marion, Saturday night, were all well known, and Roland 
Worthington was a prominent and wealthy Boston real estate owner. 
It is stated that John T. Trull of Woburn and J. S. Beal of Milton 
each carried an accident policy of $5000 in the Travelers. The 
accumulations on Mr. Trull’s policy are said to have been $2500, and 
on Mr. Beal’s policy $2000. 


NOTES FROM PHILADELPHIA. 


At the twentieth annual convention of the American Boiler Manu- 
facturers Association of the United States and Canada, held at 
Atlantic City last week, laxity of State laws governing boiler inspec- 
tion was severely scored by many speakers, and much time was spent 
in devising ways and means to bring about the passage of a national 
law that will give uniform inspection of stationary boilers on land 
similar to the present extensive marine system of inspection. H. J. 
Hartley, of the William Cramp & Sons Company of this city, read a 
paper advocating new laws, in which he said: “From 1879 to 1907, 
inclusive, statistics show that there have been in the United States 
8512 boiler explosions, an average of 304 per year, the number of 
people killed thereby amounting to 8433, an average of 301 a year. 
The statistics show the number of boiler explosions for 1907 to have 
been 471; the number of people killed 300; injured, 420. These losses 
of life and property are in a large measure inexcusable.” 

The Connecticut Mutual Life has appointed J. W. Schell, who has 
been an agency director of the New York Life here for many years, 
to succeed H. O. Chapman, who recently resigned as general agent 
of the Connecticut. 


The Germania Life has appointed Chas. R. Hoskins, Jr., manager 
of its Philadelphia office, which is located in the Bullitt building. 

W. S. Emerson, city manager of the Sun Life, sails to-morrow on 
the “Menominee” for a trip abroad. 

The Guaranty Mutual Life of Philadelphia has begun business, and 
through the preliminary work done has placed about $1,800,000 of 
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insurance. The agency management of the company is controlled by 
the Life Underwriters Agency Company. The company will make 
a specialty of annual and advance dividend contracts, with guaran- 
teed dividend coupons, which can be detached and presented for 
payment through banks. A stock option accompanies the policy, and 
the company is likely to be reorganized on a stock basis later on. 








ACCIDENTS TO RAILWAY EMPLOYEES IN THE UNITED 
STATES. 
By FrepericK S. Crum. 


(Continued from Tue Spectator of July 16.) 


Beginning with 1901, the Interstate Commerce Commission has 
published quarterly “Accident Bulletins” which contain more detailed 
statistics of certain kinds of accidents than are to be found in the 
annual reports—“Statistics of Railways.” Twenty-six of these quar- 
terly bulletins have now been published, the first having been for the 
quarter, July, August and September, 1901, and the last for October, 
November and December, 1907. These bulletins contain some excep- 
tionally valuable information relating to collisions, derailments and 
other special kinds of railway accidents. They also contain details 
of accidents due to coupling and uncoupling, and this information, as 
given for the last three years in Accident Bulletins 15 to 26, both 
inclusive, is of quite exceptional interest and value. During that 
period an exact statement has been given showing the nature of the 
injuries sustained by “trainmen,” “trainmen in yards,” “switching 
crews in yards” or “yard trainmen” and “other employees” while 
coupling and uncoupling cars. -These statistics are of such excep- 
tional interest and importance that I have summarized them for the 
three years (1905-1907) in Table V, the first part of which gives the 
actual number killed and injured and the second part the percentage 
distribution by nature and degree of the injuries sustained. 

Here we have a detailed presentation of nearly twelve thousand 
(11,826) fatal and non-fatal injuries sustained by employees, mostly 
trainmen, while coupling and uncoupling cars during a period of only 
two years. Of the total employees meeting with accident, 888 or 7.5 
per cent were killed and 92.5 per cent injured. As an indication of 
the seriousness of the non-fatal injuries, we have it that 3.0 per cent 
of all the employees killed and injured lost a hand, foot, leg or arm, 
and in several instances the loss was of at least two members. The 
table also shows a striking similarity in the percentage distribution 
of the injuries among the three main groups of employees who are 
engaged largely in the coupling and uncoupling of cars—“trainmen,” 
“trainmen in yards” and “switching crews in yards.” 

In considering Table V it must be remembered that accidents from 
coupling and uncoupling have been reduced in recent years with the 
more general use of automatic couplers, and among “trainmen” these 
particular kinds of accidents now form only about 11.0 per cent of the 
total. To indicate clearly the relative importance of the various 
kinds of accidents among the different groups of railway employee., 
I add Table VI, whicti shows the percentage distribution of accidents 
among six groups or classes of employees during the six-year period, 
1901-1906, for which the occupational details are available. 

Table VI brings out certain important facts very clearly. “Train- 
men, switchmen, flagmen and watchmen” and “telegraph operators” 
receive practically all of their injuries from trains. On the other 
hand, among station men, 72.6 per cent of the fatal accidents are 
due to causes connected with moving trains, and 27.4 per cent are the 
result of other causes. Of the non-fatal injuries to stationmen, only 
10.1 per cent are due to moving trains, while 89.9 per cent are due to 
other causes. Trackmen were killed, for the most part, by moving 
trains, or 91.3 per cent, against 8.7 per cent by other causes. Of 
shopmen, 61.4 per cent were killed by moving trains and 38.6 per cent 
by other causes. The percentage figures as presented in detail in 
Table VI are extremely suggestive and bring out important and inter- 
esting facts much more clearly than would have been possible by a 
presentation of the actual numbers of the employees killed and 
injured. 

In conclusion, I may add that the subject of accidents to railway 
employees is one which is likely to increase in importance as interest 
is more widely awakened in the subject of employers’ liability. It 
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TABLE V.—NATURE OF INJURIES* TO RAILWAY EMPLOYEES IN COUPLING 
AND UNCOUPLING CARS, 1905-1907. 



































Actuat NoumBer or Empioyers Inyurep. | 
Nature oF INjURIES. 
Trainmen.t| Tfaimmen | Yard Other Teed. 
in Yards.t | Trainmen.§} Employees. 
Loss of 
os oobi epereten 39 25 65 3 132 
TMM is 5 cba So'aeabooncle 21 18 26 3 68 
| Se 27 16 46 5 94 
Hands.. sbnaee goloe 16 16 20 1 53 
Fingers. . Siigecnk opal 144 75 167 13 399 
Toes cas beeudetowets 21 12 22 a 55 
Fractured 
Skull... Jpeenuons ues d : J ‘3 - 
i meee 49 34 64 r 154 
Collar bone or ribs...... 68 38 99 11 216 
Other bones. . = 62 36 104 5 207 
Contusion of head or ‘body . : 338 267 692 48 1,345 
Contusion or laceration of 
EAE rT 291 201 460 14 966 
UE ck rosin wenvnn cond 66 36 95 4 201 
Legs 91 70 274 6 441 
Arms 182 106 274 14 
Hands pee etistuce eb 464 349 720 51 1,584 
ND 5s nodes ir0 cw we 1,046 674 1,697 78 3,495 
Dislocation. . secgeeks 10 9 14 4 37 
— injuries. hosed 79 58 143 11 291 
rains. pes weewkoeoek 94 46 204 9 353 
spray eiekspreee 2 2 1 1 6 
on EASY Fe 51 51 i 8 181 
Total esccntt ean 3,187 2,152 5,299 | 300 10,938 
Killed. . esis bine’ 270 184 385 | 49 888 
Total killed and injured . 3,457 2,336 5,684 349 11,826 





TABLE V.—NATURE B. 3 INJURIES TO RAILWAY ee IN COUPLING 
AND UNCOUPLING CARS, 1905-190 
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TABLE VI.—ACCIDENTS TO een eas IN THE UNITED STATES, 














~ |Pencestace DISTRIBUTION BY NATURE OF INJURIES. 
NATURE OF INJURIES. | Total. 
Trainmen.t| Trainmen | Yard Other , 
in Yards.t | Trainmen.§ | Employees. 

| 

Loss of | 
SS OT ene 1.1 ca i | 0.9 | 
SE Ree 0.6 0.8 0.5 0.9 0.6 
BEE ciccnv ies sense saat 0.7 0.7 0.8 1.4 0.8 
cnc oh ewas <5 oe oe 0.5 9.7 | 0.4 Shs 0.5 
Fingers. . 4.2 3.2 | 2.9 3.7 3.4 
Toes. a ee ere 0.6 0.5 | 0.4 nih 4.7 

Fractured _ 
eet 0.8 ook a ii 06 
PN oie ails bccuale sblere's 1.4 1.5 1.1 2.0 1.3 
Collar — or ribs.. 2.0 1.6 ee 3.2 1.8 
Other bones. es 1.8 1.5 1.8 1.4 1.8 
Contusion of head or body... 9.8 11.4 12.2 13.8 11.4 

Contusion or laceration of | 
Feet... 8.4 8.6 | 8.1 4.0 8.2 
Toes... 1.9 1.5 | 1.7 1.1 1.7 
Legs. . 2.6 3.0 | 4.8 7 3.7 
Arms.. 5.3 4.5 | 4.8 4.0 4.9 
Hands. Pike 13.4 14.9 | 12.7 14.6 13.4 
Nis sa Keokaveiens's ace 30.3 28.9 | 29.9 22.4 29.5 
Dislocation... . ace 0.3 Seay ae R: 0.3 
Internal injuries... Sagiin 2:3 25 | 2.5 3.2 2.5 
Sprains. . ; 2.7 2.0 | 3.6 2.6 3.0 
Shock. . oP sco el se — wat 
Miscellaneous. . 1.5 2.2 1.2 2.3 f 1.5 
Total apne 92.2 92.1 | 93.2 86.0 | 92.5 
Killed. . ¥ 7.8 79 | 866.8 4.0 | 7.5 
Total killed and injured..| 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 





* Accidents to employees resulting in slight injuries which do not prevent the employee 
injured from performing his accustomed service for more than three days, in the aggregate, 
during the ten days immediately following the accident are not report 

+t Trainmen includes engineers, firemen, conductors, brakemen, _baggagemen and rear end 
flagmen engaged in road service, that is, in the operation of trains on the road. 

t The classification trainmen in yards is intended to cover the class of trainmen when they 
are employed occasionally in switching service; for instance, train crews are sometimes required 
to make up their own trains at some division points where no regular yard crews > employ: 
They are also required to do the necessary switching at way stations. For the purpose of 
separating accidents occurring to trainmen while engaged in regular road service 4. rom those 
occurring while engaged in this occasional switching service, the classification of trainmen in 
yards was pon 9 

Yard trainmen includes members of switching crews, such as switchmen, foremen of switch- 
ing crews, yard-masters and assistant yard-masters. These persons are engaged wholly in the 
make-up of trains in yards and the switching of cars about yards. 


seems to the writer that it is a matter for extreme regret that more 
detailed information relating to accidents to railway employees has 
not long since been supplied by the Interstate Commerce Commission. 
What are wanted are facts that mean something and not generalities 
that at best can serve but half a purpose. What is urgently needed 
is a further classification of employees in the accident tables, at least 
to conform to the classification as given in the table showing the num- 
ber of employees on the payrolls. Enginemen, firemen, conductors 
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PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF ACCIDENTS BY CAUSES. 


















































SWITCHMEN, TELEGRAPH 
TRAINMEN. ‘oe i OPERATORS. 
Causes oF ACCIDENTS. 
Killed. | Injured. | Killed. | Injured.| Killed. | Injured. 
Coupling or senna 10.8 11.6 12.5 19.0 1.2 rOer 
Collisions... Pelete wise 19.4 10.6 3.6 3.4 7.3 7.4 
Deraipente. 6... ssc eesdc0cbe.: 10.8 5.0 2.5 2.6 2.4 5.4 
Parting of trains.. 1.1 1.9 0.3 0.8 ee 0.4 
Locomotives or cars ‘breaking down 1.2 0.9 0.4 0.5 1.3 
Falling from trains, locomotives, or 
ere eer tte 21.4 16.3 12.7 17.2 9.1 
Jumping on or off trains, locomotives 
ER nS eee §.2 12.9 5.4 12.6 7.3 13.3 
Struck by trains, ~ anaaaal or cars 17.4 3.1 §2.2 11.3 72.0 16.9 
Overhead a anati Seen 3.6 2.8 1.5 2.3 conte 0.9 
Other causes. shee Cues 9.1 34.9 8.9 30.3 6.1 45.3 
Total accidents from movements | 
OE MIOE 5 s:c-6-s iaisiducg ion ne ae 100.0 | 100.0| 100.0} 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 
STATIONMEN. SHOPMEN. ‘TRACKMEN. 
Causes oF ACCIDENTS. 
Killed. | Injured. | Killed. | Injured.| Killed. | Injured. 
Cou or uncouplin 2.0 0.5 2.4 0.2 0.3 0.2 
Cota, ce + 12 0.5 3.6 0.2 5.0 2.3 
Derailments. . / 0.8 0.2 0.7 9.1 La 1.5 
Parting of trains. . aes 0.0 ier 0.0 0.1 0.1 
Locomotives or cars ‘breaking down 0.4 0.0 0.5 0.0 0.3 0.1 
Falling from trains, locomotives or 
cars 9.5 1.4 2.9 0.5 5.7 2.7 
Jumping « on or off trains, locomotives 
or cars.. 5 7.9 5 | 4.6 0.5 4.8 2.5 
Struck by trains, locomotives or cars 42.9 i 36.2 0.9 68.6 6.1 
verhead obstructions............ 0.8 0.1 0.2 0.1 0.3 0.2 
de eae eat Ore ti 7.1 4.6 10.3 2.3 4.3 7.4 
Total om ee mneenene 
of trains. . maieen 72.6 10.1 61.4 4.8 91.3 23.1 
Handling traffic.. rede 11.5 70.2 0.6 0.4 0.3 1.6 
ear tools, machinery, ete. ic. 2.8 3.0 15.5 53.7 1.0 19.2 
Handling supplies, etc............ 3.2 4.1 3.2 13.7 0.8 29.3 
Getting on or off perenenene: or cars 
at rest... sis ecs slatep as Orsicess a 0.4 1.1 1.4 2.8 0.2 1.1 
Other causes. 9.5 11.5 17.9 24.6 6.4 25.7 
Total poetics not iano to meng 
trains. . vateneede 27.4 89.9 38.6 95.2 8.7 76.9 
Grand total.................--| 100.0} 100.0] 100.0} 100.0} 100.0; 100.0 




















and brakemen should long since have been separated in the accident 
returns, and until this is done the statistics of accidents to trainmen 
as published by the Interstate Commerce -Commission will continue 
to be far from what they ought to be. 

The tables in the Accident Bulletins showing the degree and nature 
of the injuries sustained by employees while coupling and uncoupling 
cars should be extended to include all accidents, with distinction of 
the more important causes and with distinction of the different rail- 
way employments, or at least the principal employments. 

The accident returns of railway employees are valuable in propor- 
tion as they enable one to get at the whole truth, and at present they 
are far from being as useful as the importance of the subject would 
appear to warrant that they should be. It is earnestly to be hoped 
that in the near future additional details in the accident statistics will 
make possible a better understanding of the nature and degree of the 
hazards to which railway employees are exposed. 

Railway accident statistics if properly compiled and analyzed would 
undoubtedly throw a flood of light on many points the more exact 
determination of which would aid materially in bringing about a re- 
duction in the number of these accidents either by needful legislation, 
or otherwise. 








—The July number of The Journal of the Institute of Actuaries contains four 
lengthy papers as follows: On the “Construction of Mortality Tables from 
Census Returns and Records of Deaths,” by George King; “A Review of the 
Investments of Offices in Recent Years, with Notes on Stock Exchange Fluctua- 
tions and the Future Rate of Interest,’’ by Philip L. Newman; on “Reversion- 
ary Bonuses as Affected by Expenses and Variations in Rates of Mortality,” by 
H. H. Austin; “Osculatory Interpolation by Central Differences;” with an 
application to “Life Table Construction;” with “Appendix and Alternative 
Demonstration of the Formula for Osculatory Interpolation,” by James Bu- 
chanan. The number also contains legal and actuarial notes and the revised 
rules and syllabus of examinations. Copies of this number may be obtained of 
The Spectator Company, 135 William street, New York, price $1. 
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THE MIDDLE STATES. 





The Prudential’s Eastern Agencies. 


Edward §S. Andrews, manager of the Eastern division of ordinary 
agencies of the Prudential, has issued a bulletin showing the substan- 
tial progress made by the company during the present year. As a di- 
vision, the increase in business for the first six months of 1908 is twice 
as large as that secured during the whole of 1907, and it is also in excess 
of that written in 1906. A notable increase in the average size of poli- 
cies was also made. In New York State the company issued and re- 
vived six times as much ordinary as was recorded in the same period 
of 1907. In Massachusetts the six months’ work exceeds the total for 
1907, and Rhode Island made an increase of nearly 300 per cent. Ver- 
mont is nearly 200 per cent ahead. Pennsylvania is over $500,000 ahead, 
and the New Jersey returns promise to eclipse all past high marks. 





—S. P. Ficklen of Washington, D. C., advises THe Specrator that his suit in 
equity against the Pacific Mutual Life has been settled out of court by the pay- 
ment to him of $8,455.46. 


—Joseph A. Butler, for over four years in the Pittsburg office of the Fidelity 
and Casualty, has been appointed general agent for the Pacific Mutual Life for 
Western Pennsylvania. J. W. Fritts, formerly district manager at Pittsburg for 
the North America Accident, has also been engaged by the Pacific Mutual as 
general agent of its monthly department. 


—L. C. Woods, assistant manager of the Equitable Life of New York, recently 
closed a case for $750,000, which is said to be the largest amount ever written 
under one policy in the State of Pennsylvania. It carries a premium of $26,000 
yearly, and the insured carries other insurance which brings his total line up to 
$1,000,000. E. L. Porter, who died on July 4, was on the case with Mr. Woods. 





THE WEST. 





Ohio Notes. 
[FRoM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT. ] 


F. L. Dustman, managing editor, and C. Locke Curtis, editorial writer 
on The Toledo Blade, have resigned and will form a firm for the man- 
agement of the Attna Life at Toledo. Both have made good records in 
the newspaper business, and there is no reason why they should not 
make a success of the insurance work, since they are well known and 
held in high esteem in Toledo and the surrounding section. 

Herman Moss, general agent of the Equitable Life at Cleveland, now 
has his offices in the Hippodrome building, where excellent quarters 
were obtained. This office is doing a good business. Recently Mr. Moss 
was married to a daughter of Martin A. Marks, for years manager of 
the company for a good portion of the State. 

The State Insurance Department has admitted the Philadelphia Life 
to Ohio. O. M. C. 

Cleveland, July 18. 





Northwestern Mutual Life Men Meet. 


At the thirty-second annual meeting of Agents Association of the 
Northwestern Mutual Life, Dr. C. E. Albright of Milwaukee received the 
medal for writing the largest amount of insurance during the past year, 
$1,258,750; and was elected president of the Agents Association. Other 
officers of the association were elected as follows: J. W. Fischer, St. 
Louis, Mo., vice-president, and Franklin Mann, Chicago, secretary- 
treasurer; W. C. Mage, St. Louis; J. F. Oates, Chicago; F. A. Griswold, 
Hartford, Conn.; E. J. Stone, Cleveland, Ohio, and R. Rocht, New York, 
were elected members of the standing committee. 

At the meeting of the General Agents Association, Charles D. Nor- 
ton of Chicago was elected president; H. E. Crouch of Buffalo, vice- 
president, and Millard W. Mark of Cincinnati, Ohio, secretary-treasurer. 

Over three hundred agents attended the meeting. During the past 
twelve months the Northwestern has received new business amounting 
to $107,350,000, and the company now has in force $913,000,000 of in- 
surance. 





—Willard Mack has placed $550,000 insurance on the life of Richmond Levering, 
president of°the Indian Refining Company of Cincinnati. The line is divided 
among ten companies. 

—S. P. Lockwood has resigned as Oregon general agent of the Northwestern 
Mutual Life, and has been elected vice-president and general manager of the 
Columbia Life and Trust Company of Portland. 

—The Great American Life of St. Louis is reported to have submitted a propo- 
sition to the Missouri Insurance Department to make good the impairment of 
the Great Western Life of Kansas City, and continue the company in business. 
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Under the direction of the Federal Court, bids to reinsure the outstanding 
policies of the company will be opened on July 27. 

—The Union Life Insurance Company of Chicago has filed its charter. It is 
said that two-thirds of the necessary capital has been subscribed, William H. 
Gilbert of Madison, Ind., is promoting the company. 

—The Old Line Life Insurance Company of America is being organized in 
Milwaukee. The capital stock is $1,000,000. Only non-participating insurance 
will be issued. Rupert F. Fry is manager for the organizers. 


—The report that the American Guarantee Company of Chicago was about to 
take up the insurance of bank deposits was without foundation. The officers of 
the American Guarantee deny that they have any such plan in contemplation. 

—George F. Baright, advertising manager of the Prudential, has gone to the 
Pacific Coast to superintend the publicity campaign which has been inaugurated 
in California, Oregon, Washington and other States incident to the entrance of 
the company in the industrial field in that territory. 

—The statement of business of the Equitable Life of Iowa for the first half 
of 1908 shows assets on July 1 of $6,920,329, as compared with $6,446,218 on 
January 1, 1908. The insurance in force on July 1 was 26,326 policies, for 
$36,960,231, against $34,853,575 on January 1. The company now has securities de- 
posited with the State of Iowa amounting to $6,378,441. 

—Attorney-General Ellis of Ohio has ruled that the contract made by the 
Cleveland Life with the American Agency Company of Arizona is illegal. In his 
opinion, the Attorney-General says: “An insurance company may not, without 
distinct authority, make any alienation or contract assigning to another corpora- 
tion any part of its duties, either of the general franchise to be a corporation or 
the subordinate franchise to manage or carry on the corporation business. This 
contract certainly contemplates the functions classified under the lesser fran- 
chise, and it is a serious question whether it does not embrace the greater office 
or function contained in its greater franchise. The insurance company cannot 
devolve upon the agency company the duties, privileges and powers which were 
conferred upon it by the laws of the State, and all contracts by which this is 
attempted are ultra vires and void.” 





THE SOUTH. 





Louisiana Legislation. 


The Louisiana Legislature closed its session on July 10. The Governor 
has signed the Wall bill, which affects accident and health companies; 
also Senate bill 71, Kimberly, requiring fire, life, accident and other 
insurance companies, other than surety and fidelity and fraternal so- 
cieties, to give a bond payable to the State Treasurer, conditioned for 
the prompt payment of claims arising in this State. Among the House 
bills signed was No. 219, providing for the organization of companies on 
the stock plan; permitting duly authorized agents of this State to 
divide commissions with agents of the other States; preventing dis- 
crimination between policyholders of life companies. Senate bill 105, 
Voegth, has also been signed. The bill makes it unlawful for any do- 
destic corporation or any foreign corporation doing business in this 
State to make and declare any dividend on its capital stock except 
from its actual cash surplus or profits. 





—The Southwestern Life of Dallas has employed as its permanent consulting 
actuary Miles M. Dawson of New York. 

—The Southern National Life has filed its charter at Louisville, Ky. The 
capital stock is $100,000, which may be increased to $500,000. 

—The Henriques bill, introduced in the Louisiana Legislature, and which was 
modeled after the Robertson reserve law of Texas, has failed of passage. 

—The Trinity Life and Accident Insurance Company of Dallas has filed its 
charter. It has a capital stock of $300,000. The incorporators are I. J. Willing- 
ham, A. S. Doerr and R. L. Spann, all of Dallas. 

—Liles & Liles, formerly of the Stokes general agency for the Greensboro 
Life, now have Eastern South Carolina for the Jefferson Standard Life, with 
headquarters at Orangeburg, S. C. Both men are good producers and aggressive 
agency men. 

—For the first six months of 1908 the Southwestern Life of Dallas showed an 
increase in its gross assets of $58,614. It wrote during that period over three 
and one-half millions of new business, which is claimed to be the record so far 
for any Southwestern life imsurance company. 

—C. J. Hébert, manager of the Southern department of the Reserve Loan 
Life, has moved his office from Nashville to the James building, Chattanooga. 
Mr. Hébert has charge of thirteen Southern States. The Nashville office has 
been retained as a branch of the Chattanooga headquarters. 

—The Trans-Mississippi Life Insurance Company, a new corporation, with a 
capital stock of $100,000 and a surplus of $50,000, which has been organized 
under the laws of Missouri, will bid for the business of the Great Western Life 
of Kansas City, which has been ordered to reinsure its outstanding policies. 

—Capt. A. J. Brown of Dallas, Tex., became connected with the field work 
of the Southwestern Life of Dallas on July 1. Capt. Brown for over fifteen 
years was the Texas representative of the Fidelity Mutual Life of Philadelphia. 
Capt. Brown is one of the best-known life insurance men in Texas; in fact, one 
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of the old guard. He has been Commissioner of the city of Dallas, and has 
held other positions of trust and responsibility. 


—The Tennessee Life, which is being organized at Nashville, with $500,000 
capital, has elected the following officers: Dr. J. C. Franklin, president; R. A. 
Henry, first vice-president; W. E. Nelson, second vice-president and secretary; 
Hi. L. Fox, treasurer; J. D. Means, assistant secretary; Dr. J. M. Coyle, medical 
director; J. H. Zarecor, general counsel. 


A. L. Deadwyler, formerly special agent, working from the home office of 
the Jefferson Standard Life, and one of the best personal producers in the agency 
force, has been appointed State agent for Northeastern Georgia, with head- 
quarters at Athens, Ga. It is the plan of the Jefferson Standard Life to very 


soon appoint a State agent for Northern Georgia, with headquarters at Atlanta, 
and a State agent for Southern Georgia, with headquarters probably at Macon. 
Agency arrangements for Western South Carolina will soon be completed. 


The Life Underwriters Association of Virginia met recently and re-elected the 
officers who served for the year 1907-8 as follows: A. P. Wilmer, president; W. 
S. Drewry, first vice-president; Cunningham Hall, second vice-president; G. W. 
Wallace, secretary and treasurer; N. D. Sills, T. G. Tabb and G. W. Bahlke, 
executive committee. Captain Cunningham Hall, by special request, read his 
address on “The Competition of New Companies,” which he recently delivered 
before an insurance meeting in Philadelphia, and which has attracted considerable 
favorable comment. Short and interesting speeches were also made by the presi- 
dent and T. A. Cary, N. D. Sills, W. B. Freeman, D. R. Midyette, R. S. Tuck, 
Fred Pleasants, G. W. Bahlke, as well as by the new members, William B. 
Allen, Robert Skene and C. B, Richardson. The association is in a very 
flourishing condition and is doing a valuable work in the interests of life insur- 
ance in Virginia. 





MISCELLANEOUS LIFE NEWS. 


The New President of the Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance 
Company. 

A meeting of the trustees of the Northwestern Mutual Life 
was held at the office of the company at Milwaukee on July 15, 
when the resignation of Henry L. Palmer, for thirty-four years 
president of the company. was received and accepted. Mr. Palmer 
retires on account of his advanced age, he having reached his ninetieth 
year. George C. Markham, vice-president of the company, was 
unanimously elected to succeed Mr. Palmer. Mr. Markham is a 
lawyer by profession, is about sixty years of age, and has been an 
active officer of the Northwestern Mutual Life since 1892. He was 
born in New York State, where he received a college education, and 
was subsequently admitted to the bar. In the early sixties he removed 
to Milwaukee and entered upon the practice of his profession. In 
1892 he was elected a trustee of the company, and in 1895 was ap- 
pointed a member of the executive and finance committees. He 
became so thoroughly identified with the business of life insurance 
that he virtually gave up the practice of law and devoted himself 
to the service of the company. In 1901 he was chosen second vice- 
president, and in 1905 was promoted to first vice-president. He was the 
right-hand man of President Palmer during these latter years, and 
was his confidential counsellor and adviser. Mr. Markham carried 
upon his own shoulders virtually the details of the business of the 
company, and was most energetic and painstaking in their administra- 
tion. 

At the annual meeting, the board of trustees was elected, several 
new members being added to it. President Markham is now the only 
officer upon the executive committee. It is understood that there will 
be some changes in the official staff of the company at an early 
period, but that it is Mr. Markham’s intention to consult freely with 
the executive committee and to place greater responsibility upon that 
committee than it has heretofore had. The Northwestern Mutual is 
one of the prominent life insurance companies of the country, pro- 
gressive but conservative, its aim being to serve the best interests 
of its policyholders. President Markham has been so closely identi- 
fied with the policy of the company for so long a period that it can 
be safely assumed that the exalted position attained by it under the 
management of President Palmer will be sustained by the new 
president and its progress continued. 

Elsewhere in this issue of THe SprEcrator we present a portrait 
of President Markham, reproduced from a recent photograph. Life 
insurance men throughout the country will be glad to see the pleasing 
countenance of the new president of the Northwestern so cléarly set 
before them. 
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Semi-Centennial History of the Northwestern Mutual Life. 


The Northwestern Mutual Life has issued a very handsome volume of 
nearly 400 pages, in commemoration of the fiftieth anniversary of the 
company’s existence. It was prepared by a special committee, and is 
issued by the executive committee of the company. 

While purporting to be a history of the organization and progress of 
the Northwestern Mutual, it also gives a brief résumé of the early 
history of life insurance in this country. It then takes up the Wisconsin 
companies and deals with the organization and upbuilding of the North- 
western Mutual Life. The early days of the company were characterized 
by hard work, the overcoming of many obstacles and the skepticism of 
the people, but the indomitable energy of its founders gained for it a 
foothold, and its growth was continuous from that time to the present. 
Many details as to the policies issued originally by the company, and 
early correspondence, are given in full, and excellent portraits of the 
founders and early officers of the company tend to embellish the book 
and give it added interest. The work is a valuable contribution to the 
literature of life insurance, and should be found in the library of every 
life insurance company. 
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The Prudential’s New Buildings. 


As previously announced in these columns, the Prudential will ma- 
terially increase the size of its office buildings in Newark. Speaking of 
the new work to be done, President Dryden says: 


In line with our general policy of progressive expansion and to meet 
the exigencies of the business. we have considered this an appropriate 
time for building operations of the character we have in mind. It is our 
intention to erect new structures to cover all the properties not now 
built upon and owned by the company in the block bounded by Broad, 
Bank, Halsey and Academy streets. These additions to the present 
north building will cover the entire area of the block, with the excep- 
tion of the properties owned by the Federal Trust Company and the Es- 
sex County National Bank. This will mean a frontage of 60 feet 6 inches 
on Broad street, 217 feet 6 inches on Bank street, 68 feet on Halsey 
street and 221 feet on Academy street. There will be 5,564,000 cubic feet 
in the new construction, giving a total floor area of nearly 250,000 square 
feet. Our present group of buildings gives a total floor area of 400,000 
square feet and 9,300,000 cubic feet. We will thus add about sixty per 
cent of new construction to our present new buildings. 

The proposed new buildings will be of the same general character 
and treatment—Romanesque Gothic—as our present group of buildings, 
thus making a harmonious whole. 

George B. Post will be the architect of the new buildings, as he was 
of the buildings formerly erected by the company. Charles R. Hedden 
has been selected as the general contractor. 

It is proposed to have the work pushed forward as rapidly as pos- 
sible, though active building operations will not begin before May 1, 
1909, and to be carried on as the leases on property now rented expire, 
the last of which will be in 1910. 

It has been recognized for some time past that we are outgrowing our 
present quarters, and in fact it has already become necessary to con- 
sider the question of outside accommodations for some of our superin- 
tendents and their agency forces and for storage purposes. Our present 
force of office employees and local field representatives, aggregating 
about 2400 quartered in this building, will be materially added to by the 
time the new office will be available for occupancy, so that most of the 
new space will be required for our own use. 





—Assistant J. Hadden, of the London (Ont.) district of the Metro- 
politan, has been promoted to the superintendency of the St. John (N. 
B.) district. 

—The Colonial is preparing for a convention of managers, to be held 
at Jersey City, Manhattan Beach and College Point, on Friday and Sat- 
urday, August 7 and 8. 

—Assistants J. Slater, J. Kelly, N. Siegal and J. C. Heist, of the Jersey 
City district of the Colonial, have taken upon themselves the job of 
beating four assistants of the Pittsburg district in a contest for su- 
premacy. 

—Assistant A. R. Blue of the Metropolitan at New Orleans has been 
promoted to the superintendency at Jacksonville, Fla. About 125 men 
of the New Orleans district met to bid farewell to Mr. Blue, and he was 
presented with several handsome gifts. 

—Collector C. F. Jauch, of the Iroquois district of the Metropolitan at 
Buffalo, had been missing since January, and on June 29 his body was 
found in the harbor. The collector’s book was found upon the body, 
which established the identity of the missing man. 

—The Covington (Ky.) district of the Prudential recently arranged 
a special effort in honor of Superintendent Robert H. Stout. The result 
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was highly gratifying, as every man produced something, and the aver- 
age of applications was thirteen per man, and the total 329. 

—At the close of the half year, or more accurately, up to the week end- 
ing July 6, the following Prudential men held the front ranks: Superin- 
tendency leaders in industrial, H. R. Kendall, Louisville; P. H. Sho- 
walter, Denver; A. X. Schmitt, Chicago 2; C. W. Godfrey, New York 2; 
G. S. Wainwright, Washington. The superintendents who led in ordi- 
nary up to and including June 29 are: C. A. Stewart, New York 1; S. 
Saperstein, West Hoboken; W. E. Quinlin, Pottsville; M. L. Mohor, 
Boston 1; P. F. Kielty, Wilkesbarre. 

—The Louisiana Senate has passed a bill to regulate the organization 
of industrial life insurance companies, requiring them to make a deposit 
with the State Treasurer, and providing that stock companies shall 
have a fully paid-up capital, and mutual companies shall have an initial 
fund, and that said companies shall have issued to them a certificate of 
authority or license by the Secretary of State, before beginning business, 
and prohibiting all corporations, associations, partnerships and indi- 
viduals from conducting an industrial life insurance business without a 
certificate of authority or license from the Secretary of State. 
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NEW YORK SURVEYS. 


The Commercial Union of New York is now writing local business 
from its home office, replacing there the Palatine, which was placed 
in the White office. 

Manager Frank Lock of the Atlas Assurance has returned from a 
visit to the home office on the occasion of the celebration of the 
company’s centennial anniversary. 

Charles Watson, former vice-president of the Eagle Fire Company, 
has become connected with the well-known agency of Newman & 
MacBain. 

The newspapers have certainly exploited the contracts offered at 
the London Lloyds to insure the non-election of Mr. Bryan, at the 
ensuing Presidential election in November, at odds of eight to one. 
This is a new departure for Lloyds, but it is no more novel than a 
dozen other propositions accepted as a venture at Lloyds. In London 
the brokers will recount a hundred ventures which are insured. The 
regular companies are debarred from accepting these wild risks or 
issuing wager policies under severe penalties. The novelty now con- 
sists of the adaptation of the venture to what is practically betting 
on the election. The odds are quite sufficient to be attractive, but 
the Lloyds subscribers and brokers are no fools. They base the odds 
on information received from this side, and must have learned that the 
betting odds in Chicago and other places where there is no legal barrier 
are far less; in fact, the quotation in public pool rooms is only four 
to one. We have heard the names of brokers who have sent out 
such orders, but they are not of the class who have been dealing with 
Lloyds regular fire policies for several years. It is a wild, speculative, 
gambling game, probably well within the anti-betting law of the 
State. The business will soon exhaust itself and in another week 
will doubtless subside. 

The New York Board held its regular monthly session last week 
and elected three new members, on the recommendation of the rate 
committee. There was hardly enough other business to hold the 
meeting thirty minutes, and an adjournment speedily followed. 

We are informed there is some unrest in the office of a Long Island 
local company over the inroads upon its business by a certain foreign 
company which is not affiliated with the Suburban Tariff Association 
in the matter of agents and brokers’ commissions. 

A meeting of the special committee to whom was referred the 
question of changes in the mercantile and manufacturing schedules 
used in making rates in this city, has been called for to-day at 2 
P. M. This is a matter which has been extensively talked about, but 
which presents so many difficulties and widens out in scope as it is 
considered in detail, that it is regarded as a pretty tough job for hot 
weather. There is abundant criticism of details, but a pretty general 
satisfaction with results. The brokers are intensely interested in 
everything which touches the schedule changes. Almost all the 
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principal risks in the city, counted by the thousand, have been altered 
and improved so as to secure better rates in the last six years, and 
any movement which threatens to reopen the rates is looked upon 
with doubt and fear by the interested brokers. 


The arbitration committee last week held a conference with 
representatives of the North British and Mercantile and the London 
Assurance Corporation, concerning the appointment of Pease & 
Elliman as branch managers for both companies. Objections have 
been filed to the approval of the nomination, on the ground that they 
are ineligible. It now appears they have an incorporation under the 
firm name, and expect to slip through under this disguise. The 
decision of the arbitration committee has not yet been announced. 


A few of the patrol returns have been printed, which broadly con- 
firm the general impression of reduced income for the first half of 
the present year. When the two leaders on the roll (the Liverpool 
and London and Globe and the German-American) report a loss of 
over $150,000, it may well be believed there are others who will do as 
well in the reduction. Yet here and there are a few of the smaller 
offices which report an increase, but the whole of their returns cuts 
an insignificant figure in the totals. 


It is said a tart correspondence has been going on between a firm 
of brokers in this city who controlled the Erie Railway schedule and 
a section of the English Lloyds who lately accepted a renewal of the 
line from a rival broker at a reduced rate. The losers have intimated 
that the new rate is bound to prove unfortunate for Lloyds, and they 
have indirectly endeavored to influence a cancellation. But the suc- 
cessful chaps have thus far held the line firm, and are not likely to 
lose the game. 


The companies which one week ago were stirred to their depths by 
the exceedingly aggravating legislation in Louisiana to restrict their 
liberty in arranging commissions with their agents were relieved 
when they heard that the Governor has vetoed the bill. They do not 
yet know what special interest instigated this legislation, but they 
have an idea of the source of it. 


Two days hence the new Exchange rules relating to branch offices 
become binding on all the companies. Doubtless all the amended 
contracts have been agreed upon ere this, but we are told that there 
is not a sign of a reduction in the total number of branches. Either 
somebody has mistaken the true character of certain branch offices 
or some deep-laid plot has been invented to hide their future 
operations. If the companies are to be served with undeviating 
loyalty, henceforth it will be a cause of great rejoicing. 


It is stated the Auffmort policies have now been amended so as to 
comply with the ruling of the Exchange on the sole occupancy 
question. This was the case where the use of desk room for buyers 
for other firms was construed as a separate occupancy, and required 
the removal of the reduction allowed for sole occupancy. 


J. D. Arnold of Arnold, Raines & Co., Little Rock, Ark., was noted 
in New York this week. 


The following notice was sent out by the Exchange on Tuesday 
to all the companies: 

The arbitration committee rules that the allowance of credit for 
full return premiums, or for any other than the proper unearned 
premiums, upon policies that have been settled for under the rules 
but which are subsequently returned with the claim that they have 
never been paid for by the insured, is a violation, the clear intent of 
section 20 of agreement being that policies shall not only be paid for 
within the required time, but that such payment shall be regarded as 
a bona fide premium, which shall not be subsequently returned except 
subject to the earned premium for the elapsed time. 

Whether directly aimed at any one in particular we have informa- 
tion from several quarters that this notice is a bull’s-eye hit in its 
application to one prominent broker who is constantly asking such 


favors. 


BOSTON AND VICINITY. 


The following committee appointments of the Boston Board of 
Fire Underwriters have been made: Tariff. for the ensuing three 
months, Hugh Campbell, W. F. Flanders and S. E. Barton. Brokers, 
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H. H. Whitney, H. E. Russell and A. N. Bruerton, for the ensuing 
year. Schedule, George O. Russell for the ensuing fifteen months. 

The annual summer outing of the New England Insurance Ex- 
change will be held Friday, July 24, at the Warwick Club, Warwick, 
Rt. 

The Boston Board of Fire Underwriters, at its meeting July 16, 
voted down the recommendation of the committee on brokers to grant 
first-class certificates hereafter only to those engaged solely in the 
insurance business and (or) engaged in the buying, selling or renting 
real estate on commission. 


NOTES FROM PHILADELPHIA. 


It was recently announced in Tue Spectator that the Philadelphia 
Mutual Fire Insurance Company, organized by H. L. Engel, had been 
granted a charter. Mr. Engel wishes us to state that the company 
which the paragraph in question referred to was the Peoples Mutual 
Fire, which has just been organized, and of which Mr. Engel is 
general manager. 

The announcement of the resignation of George G. Plyer, Middle 
department special agent of the Continental Insurance Company, 
came as a surprise to the insurance fraternity. 

A. M. Hamilton, former manager of the Washington Board of 
Fire Underwriters, has been appointed special agent of the Royal 
Exchange Assurance for Eastern Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Mary- 
land and the District of Columbia, making his headquarters in 
Philadelphia. 

The following dividends were declared by Philadelphia insurance 
corporations last week: Insurance Company of North America, 
six per cent, semi-annual; Lumbermens, six per cent, semi-annual. 

Clarence A. Krouse & Co. have been appointed second agents of the 
Lumbermens of this city, succeeding the late John H. Coxey, who 
held the agency for many years prior to his death. 

The General Insurance Investment Company is to be dissolved. 





THE MIDDLE STATES. 





Peoples National Fire Capital Being Rapidly Subscribed. 


Louis S. Amonson, president of the new Peoples National Fire Insurance 
Company of Philadelphia, states that less than one-fourth of the pro- 
posed capital and surplus of the company remains open for subscription. 
The record made by Mr. Amonson in organizing and securing subscrip- 
tions to the stock of this company has proved him to be a man of ex- 
ceptional financial resource, and one who can impress others with his 
own earnestness and belief in the future of his company. Before under- 
taking the organization of the Peoples National, Mr. Amonson had made 
an excellent record as an underwriter and is qualified by broad experi- 
ence to manage a good-sized company. Considering the progress made 
during a period when it was extremely difficult to promote any financial 
enterprise, and the improving prospects for the future, there remains 
little or no doubt that Mr. Amonson will soon have sold the remaining 
stock of this company, and that it will shortly be in a position to trans- 
act business. 

Mr. Amonson entered the service of the American Fire of Philadelphia 
in 1884 as an office boy, and remained with the company for twenty-one 
years, being frequently promoted until he became secretary of the 
agency department, having supervision of the company’s entire field force, 
comprising nearly 3000 local agents and 17 special agents, and producing 
a premium income of nearly $2,000,000 per annum. Mr. Amonson re- 
signed his connection with the American Fire when the control of that 
company was secured by New York parties, and on that occasion the 
directors passed a very complimentary resolution appreciative of his 
long, faithful and successful work for the company. 

Subsequently, Mr. Amonson became vice-president of the Union of 
Philadelphia and the Insurance Company of the State of Pennsylvania, in 
which offices his underwriting ability was well demonstrated. His busi- 
ness and social connections are indicated by the following list of organi- 
zations with which he is identified: Director, Central Trust and Savings 
Company; director, Franklin Trust Company; member of Trades League, 
Philadelphia Bourse, Board of Trade, Underwriters Association of the 
Northwest, National Fire Protective Association, Philadelphia Fire In- 
surance Society, the Manufacturers Club of Philadelphia, the Down- 
Town Club, the Scandinavian Club, the Historical Society of Pennsyl- 
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vania, the Art Club of Philadelphia, the Montauk Club of Brooklyn, the 
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Seaside Park Yacht Club, the Ethical Society of Pennsylvania, Olivet 
Lodge, No. 607, F. and A. M.; Wyne Lodge, I. O. O. F.; the American 
Academy of Political and Social Science, the Friendly Sons of St. 
Patrick, and the Junger Maennerchor of Philadelphia. 

Mr. Amonson enjoys the esteem of a host of friends in underwriting 
and other circles, who will be glad to see him make a grand success of the 
new venture. 





Edward E. Hall & Company, New York. 


The business formerly conducted under the name of George A. Stan- 
ton & Co., at 45 Cedar street, New York, will hereafter be carried on 
under the name of Edward E. Hall & Co. Mr. Hall was a member of 
the late firm of George A. Stanton & Co. from its inception, and those 
interested with him in the new concern had been for many years with 
the old firm. All are thoroughly experienced and well qualified to care 
for the business entrusted to them. Edward E. Hall & Co. transact all 
branches of insurance business, and have special facilities for large lines 
on both sprinklered and unsprinklered risks. 





—The Allegheny Fire of Pittsburg, Pa., has withdrawn from New York State. 


—After a short illness, John F, Ewens, special agent of the Northern Assur- 
ance of London, died recently at Atlantic City. 


—The Freeholders Fire of Topeka, Kan., has been admitted to do business in 
New York State. It will be represented in New York city by E. E. Cluff. 


—After an illness of several weeks, Herbert A. Kelly, adjuster of fire losses 
in the office of Kelly & Fuller of New York, died at his home in Monsey, N. Y., 
on July 17. He served as special agent for the Scottish Union and National in 
Ohio, Kentucky, Tennessee and West Virginia, and was well known to most in- 
surance men in that section of the country. The funeral service took place 
Sunday at his residence, and the remains were taken to Cleveland, Ohio, for 
interment. 





THE WEST. 





Death of John S. Belden. 


John S. Belden of Belden & Bush, Chicago, Western managers of the 
Fire Association of Philadelphia, died at his residence, July 18, from a 
complication of diseases. Last January Mr. Belden suffered from an at- 
tack of hemorrhage of the bowels, but it seemed as though he had re- 
covered from this trouble, but about May 30 he caught a severe cold 
and had not been to his office since the following Tuesday. The extreme 
heat of Saturday, July 11, affected him and is believed to have hastened 
death. 

Mr. Belden was one of the veteran managers of the West, and one of 
the best known and liked of the Chicago underwriters. He always had 
taken active part in the affairs of the Western Union, serving several 
terms on the governing committee and one term as chairman. He had 
also been an active member of the Chicago Board of Fire Underwriters 
and the Fire Underwriters Association of the Northwest. The funeral 
was held Monday morning at his family residence, pall-bearers being 
chosen from his many friends and associates in insurance circles. 





—R. E. Gooch of Cleveland, Ohio, has been appointed Western general agent 
of the New England Fire. 


—Charles A. Cummings, a local agent at Peoria, has been appointed by the 
Michigan Fire and Marine as special agent for Illinois. 


—Roy Smith has resigned as special agent of the Firemans Fund in Western 
Missouri, Kansas and Oklahoma, to go into the local agency business at Kansas 
City. 

—John D. Weise, formerly Chicago manager for McLean, Stinson & Co., Ltd., 
of Toronto, has gone to Toronto as secretary of the Niagara Fire of that city, 
now being organized. 


—It is reported that the Minnesota Insurance Department recently révoked 
the license of George G. Magnuson, who operates a large agency at St. Cloud, 
on a charge of writing insurance in an unauthorized company. 


—The recently appointed fire marshal in the Cleveland (Ohio) district, William 
M. Bayne, died July 17 from injuries received a few days before, at which time 
he was run down by an automobile. He was sixty-five years of age and a promi- 
nent figure in the affairs of that city. J. T. McIninch has been appointed. as 
Mr. Bayne’s successor. 

—Upon the resignation of Guy E. Thompson, general agent for the New 
England Fire in Arkansas, the company appointed Johnson & Cotnam of Little 
Rock as general agents for Arkansas and Oklahoma. Mr. Thompson resigns 
to take the Arkansas special agency for the G. L. Meyers & Co. general agency 
of Memphis, with headquarters in Little Rock. Johnson & Cotnan have also 
been appointed State agents for the Guardian of Pittsburg in Arkansas. 
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THE SOUTH. 





—An open rate war is threatened at Washington, D. C., over the efforts to re- 
organize the Washington board. 


—James A. Henderson has been appointed Arkansas special agent for the 
Gross R. Scruggs & Co. general agency, succeeding A. P. Hawkins. 


—Manager S. Y. Tupper of the Queen has appointed S. F. Lininger to be 
assistant to Special Agent E. B. Dewey in Virginia, West Virginia and South 
Carolina. 

—The North Carolina Fire Underwriters Association has elected these officers: 
President, R. W. Murray; first vice-president, W. B. Strachan; second vice- 
president, J. Van B. Metts; secretary, J. M. Harrell. 

—At a meeting of the Carolina Field Club held July 14 and 15 the following 
cfficers were elected: President, Benjamin J. Smith; first vice-president, Ed. E. 
Paschall; second vice-president, Alexander Webb; secretary, Robert G. Hayes. 


—A. M. Hamilton, formerly manager of the Washington Board of Fire Under- 
writers, has been appointed special agent of the Royal Exchange for New Jersey, 
Eastern Pennsylvania, Maryland and the District of Columbia, with headquarters 
at Philadelphia. 

—Attorneys Shields & Mix of St. Louis have been retained by some of the 
policyholders in the Home Insurance, Banking and Trust Company of Galveston, 
Tex., to proceed against the stockholders for alleged non-payment of losses that 
accrued under their policies. 

—W. C. Campbell, Jr., president of the Southern Adjustment Company, has re- 
signed his position and started in business on his own account, under the name 
of Campbell & Co. Mr. Campbell is a well-known adjuster of New Orleans, and 
was for some time special agent of the Phenix of Brooklyn. 

—Alexander A. Bullitt, senior member of the Louisville local agency firm of 
Bullitt Bros., died recently. The affairs of the Bullitt Bros. during the illness of 
Alexander A. Bullitt were conducted by W. A. Robinson, Jr., who became a 
member of the firm last year, and remains the sole surviving partner. 


—The Louisville local agency of Willis Mullen, representing the Mechanics 
and Traders of New Orleans, has been purchased by Edward J. Watkins, former 
secretary of the Star of Louisville. He also takes a half interest with Mr. Mullen 
in the general agency representing the Fidelity and Deposit Company of Balti- 
more. 

—Upon the resignation of Jordan Thomas as special agent for the German- 
American in North Carolina and Virginia, the company appointed F. H. Briggs, 
Jr., formerly with the North Carolina Home, as special agent for Virginia, and 
Thomas Barber, Jr., formerly with the Providence Washington, as special agent 
for North Carolina. 

—It is held that a section of the new Oklahoma anti-trust law will work to 
force out of the State the companies which either own the stock of another fire 
insurance company or have joint control. The section imposes a fine of $10,000 
upon any company which owns, controls or operates another company in the 
same line of business in Oklahoma or elsewhere. 


—The Sun of New Orleans has made a change in its special agency representa- 
tion for the States of Louisiana and Mississippi, effective from July 1, 1908, W. 
B. Klein now having in his charge the State of Mississippi solely, with head- 
quarters at Vicksburg, Miss., and John A. Lloyd now having in his charge the 
State of Louisiana solely, with headquarters at Alexandria, La. 


—The affairs of the Blue Ridge Fire Insurance Company in North and South 
Carolina will be taken care of by Elliot W. Butts of Charlotte, N. C., who has 
been appointed special agent for this territory. The Blue Ridge Fire is now 
licensed in Georgia, Florida, North and South Carolina, Alabama and Mississippi, 
and has made application for entry to Louisiana and Illinois. 

—Arrangements have been completed whereby Dan B. Harris, assistant man- 
ager at Atlanta of the Insurance Company of North America, will become man- 
ager of the Southern department of the Aachen and Munich Fire and the Security 
of New Haven, covering Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, 
Florida, Alabama and Mississippi, except Mississippi for the latter company, as 
that State reports to Dallas, Tex. 

—The Southern Stock Fire and Southern Underwriters have decided to with- 
draw from Arkansas and Mississippi, and have reinsured their business, which 
was well selected, in both States, in the German-American of New York, as they 
desire to confine their business to North Carolina and nearby territory. The 
German-American assumed the business from July 15. In the future, Special 
Agent C. A. Mebane, who represented the Southern Stock and Southern Under- 
writers, will be located at the home office of the companies. 





MISCELLANEOUS FIRE NEWS. 





“The Burning of Chelsea.”’ 


A book bearing the above title, by Walter Merriam Pratt, portrays 
vividly the circumstances attending the destruction by fire of a great 
portion of the city of Chelsea, Mass., on April 12, 1908. The story of 
the fire, which is embellished by numerous illustrations from photo- 
graphs, is preceded by a brief historical sketch of the city. The narra- 
tive is presented in a most interesting way by Mr. Pratt, who saw more 
phases of the conflagration than most observers, and was engaged dur- 
ing the progress of the fire in saving persons and property, and was 
afterward on provost guard, having been at work forty-eight hours 
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continuously, without sleep. Every fire insurance company, whether 
involved in the conflagration or not, should obtain a copy of this book 
to preserve among its archives. 

“The Burning of Chelsea’? may be purchased from The Spectator Com- 
pany, 185 William street, New York, at $1.60 per copy, delivered. 





Continental (Fire) Insurance Company, New York. 


During the last six months the Continental of New York has made 
rapid progress, and is now financially stronger than at any time in its 
history. Its semi-annual statement, dated July 1, shows $17,765,078 of 
assets, a capital of $1,000,000, and a net surplus of $8,881,992. These 
figures represent increases of $1,365,626 in assets, and $1,378,409 in net 
surplus. Although the company’s business is so great that it requires 
an unearned premium reserve of $7,199,777, it is notable that its surplus 
as to policyholders constitutes considerably more than one-half of its 
entire assets. 

The Fidelity Fire Insurance Company of New York, controlled by 
those who are interested in the Continental, has also made excellent 
progress during the past six months, its assets having grown from 
$2,529,465 to $2,875,581, while its net surplus has increased from $801,702 
to $1,089,294. The growth in its volume of business is indicated by the 
increase from $649,462 to $721,869 in its unearned premium reserve. 
Henry Evans is president of both companies, the other officers being 
George E. Kline, vice-president; J. E. Lopez and E. L. Ballard, secre- 
taries, and C. R. Tuttle and J. A. Swinnerton, assistant secretaries. 





—The totals of the San Francisco premiums for the six months ending June 
30, 1908, 1907 and 1906, were, respectively, as follows: 1908, $2,379,537; 1907, 
$2,902,406; 1906, $1,604,475. 

—Among the interesting articles in the August Century are: “A Group of 
Aldrich Letters,” Ferris Greenslet; “To Build a Fire,” a story, by Jack London; 
““My Kittens,” Carmen Sylva (Queen of Rumania); “A Tale of Two Burdens,” a 
story, by Irving Bacheller; “The Red City,” VIII., a novel of the second ad- 
ministration of Washington, by S. Weir Mitchell; “The Spell of Egypt, as Re- 
vealed in its Monuments,” IV., the Ramesseum—Deir-el-Bahari, Robert Hichens; 
“The Reminiscences of Lady Randolph Churchill,” IX., a visit to Japan in 1894, 
Mrs. George Cornwallis-West;. 
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THE PROBLEM OF ADJUSTING. 


The liability insurance business has reached the stage where no 
longer the report of an accident creates only the question of adjust- 
ment. With the increase of claims, the public having been educated 
by certain of the legal profession to look for compensation when 
injuries are received, there arises a necessity of handling the ¢laim 
department upon a more scientific basis. With the changing condi- 
tions has come the realization that indiscriminate adjusting is expen- 
sive. With this knowledge has also come the intelligence that it does 
not pay in many cases to resort to litigation. The question now is: 
What is the profitable medium? 

With a thorough knowledge of human nature, if the only question 
to be considered is how much, adjusting would be easy. A clever 
bargainer would find for himself almost a sinecure. But that is only 
a small part of an adjuster’s business. What to adjust is the problem. 

The practice of adjusting every case where the accident occurred 
and the injuries are bona fide, does not require the talents of a skilled 
claim man. Following such a practice a salesman, a real estate dealer, 
in fact any man accustomed to dealing with men might make a great 
success as an adjuster. 

In a previous article attention was called to adjustments having 
been made when they should not have been made, because of lack 
of care and thoroughness on the part of the claim department. Some- 
times adjustments are made because of incompetency on the part of 
the claim man. Again, the claim man has sometimes refused to adjust 
in season, and subsequently the company has paid in a large measure 
for his folly. 

The claim man should be a phlegmatic individual, allowing no 
emotion to influence him at any time when considering the question 
of adjustment. Personal feelings, either of friendliness or enmity, 
should be controlled. At all times let it be a cold business proposition. 
Many a time are the adjuster’s sympathies appealed to by the suffer- 
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ing he sees, but he must remember he is dispensing other persons’ 
money. Liability is not gauged by the amount of suffering caused by 
the accident. The extent of the injuries does not add one iota to the 
liability of the case. In fact, it is the practice of some courts to 
lean a little more in favor of the defendant when the injuries are 
quite severe, well knowing the tendency of juries to sympathize with 
the plaintiff and to render large verdicts. 

It is a good thing, however, if it can be done economically, to 
adjust all cases of permanent injuries, especially such as the loss of 
any member of the body or a disfigurement of any kind. This is 
particularly true where the person injured is a female. Even the loss 
of a small finger joint is a nasty disfigurement to a young girl. One 
thing you are certain of: no matter when the trial takes place the 
injury can be plainly shown to the jury and their sympathies excited. 

Fatal injury cases should always be settled. If there appears to 
be no liability it is a safe investment to pay at*least the funeral 
expenses. Not because there is any more danger of their being won 
at the trial—the defendant sometimes has a big point in his favor 
with the principal witness eliminated. But, as the fight is for big 
stakes, it is generally more stubbornly made. Which, of course, 
makes it costly for the company, even if the contest be won. Again, 
witnesses are not always available in a prolonged fight. At the end 
of several years the witnesses may be far removed from the juris- 
diction of the court, or out of reach entirely. Witnesses to vehicle 
accidents, who, as a rule, are strangers, come more often in this 
category. 

Vehicle cases should be settled at once, no matter how favorable 
the investigation may be to the owner of the vehicle. In fact, the 
investigation should not be waited for. Get the statement of the 
driver, to ascertain, first, was he using his master’s vehicle; next, 
was he on his master’s business; finally, was this vehicle and this 
business covered by the policy held with your company. Then get 
immediately in touch with the injured person or his representative. 
If settlement cannot be made at once hold the claimant in line until 
a more favorable opportunity arises. Oftentimes public witnesses 
are not to be depended upon even if accessible. As stated in a previous 
article an investigation on paper does not always stand a court test. 
The writer recalls a case where the investigator of a trolley company 
gathered a set of very favorable, signed statements regarding a col- 
lision between a car and a vehicle. By the time the trial was reached 
the persons who had signed these statements had each a grievance 
against the company, and each repudiated his statement. When 
charged with bad faith they acknowledged they knew the contents 
of the statements before signing, but denied their truthfulness, alleg- 
ing they had been persuaded to sign by the investigator, who had told 
them the motorman was the father of a large family and he would 
lose his job in event of the accident being charged to his negligence. 

There is no class of cases requiring so prompt attention as auto- 
mobile accidents. The greatest dispatch is necessary in handling 
them. As is well known, popular prejudice is more bitter against 
them than against corporations. The general public is awaiting the 
opportunity to get square with those who rush heedlessly about with 
apparently so little consideration for the rights of others. Again, 
the writer has found in the majority of these cases the question of 
liability is very close. Before adjusting, however, if the injuries are 
severe and the amount involved is large, it might be well, if pos- 
sible, to be certain the assured is solvent. Many of the reckless 
fellows running around town in automobiles have nothing, not even 
owning the machine that did the damage. Of course, this is a delicate 
subject. Don’t try to make a Dun or a Bradstreet of your adjuster. 
Where the amount involved makes it worth while the financial con- 
dition of all assured should be looked into. Several years ago the 
owner of a property was insured, and, through his neglect, a passerby 
was killed. The case was not settled, and a judgment of five thousand 
dollars was obtained against said owner. Prior to the trial that 
gentleman settled up his estate, disposing of all his property except 
just sufficient to meet his personal needs and departed for Europe to 
die. Suffice to say, up to date the insurance company has not paid 
the judgment. 

In another case, a business firm, when a judgment against it ex- 
ceeded by four thousand dollars the policy limits, agreed, rather than 
pay the excess, to go into bankruptcy. The insurance company con- 
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tributed to the cost of the bankruptcy proceedings, which amounted 
to but a few hundred dollars. The judgment was never paid. 

Let us now consider master and servant cases. 

When an injury to an employee is under consideration there should 
be a wariness about making an adjustment. In fact, it does not pay 
to visit the place of business of the assured every time an accident 
is reported. Sometimes a visit to the office of the assured suffices. 
While, nowadays, it is almost impossible to conceal from employees 
the knowledge that their employer is insured, it is well not to empha- 
size the fact. In many cases it is not even necessary to visit the office 
of the assured. When the injured person has already returned to 
work at the time of the report of the accident or is expected to re- 
turn in the near future, a letter of acknowledgment to the assured 
is sufficient. An understanding to that effect can be had with the 
policyholder. Most assured will agree to such a proposition. Too 
much attention to master and servant cases breeds claims. A great 
amount of business of this class cannot be profitably written unless 
care is used in the handling of accidents. When employees learn, by 
being defeated in court, that the insurance company not only has 
ceased to pay every claim, but also that it cannot be compelled to pay, 
the tendency to make claims will gradually pass away. 

It is a good policy to settle only strictly liability cases or cases of 
very serious injury. As far as possible, if he has a proper knowledge 
of doing it, and his prejudices are not too much in favor of his 
employee, get the employer to assist in making adjustments. Never 
give an employer carte blanche to adjust cases, no matter for how 
small an amount, without his first consulting the claim department. 
Such a practice eventually produces bad results. 

Be chary about using the services of a representative of a labor 
union to effect a settlement. He is a poor hand at a compromise. 
His view of a subject, as a rule, is contracted. Some of these men 
belong to a mean order of grafters, oftentimes do they work the 
middle against both sides. Be careful, however, never to openly 
antagonize them. It does not require a great deal of diplomacy to 
circumvent this class of men. 

Many an adjustment may be made through the help of the claim- 
ant’s physician; but of this we shall write more fully in an article 
devoted to that subject. 

While it may “go against the grain” to do so, settle all cases where 
the investigation shows a lack of honest. intelligent witnesses, or 
where the witnesses, and also the employer, are against you, even 
when you know they are lying. Remember, you cannot afford to 
take the chance of their being forced to tell the truth in court. Your 
trial attorney cannot disqualify witnesses he has called to the stand. 
Do not depend too much upon the affidavits of foreigners who do 
not read English. Lastly, if the case be one of liability, whether the 
injured person be an employee or a stranger, even if he has no claim, 
if he is injured, try to get a settlement. INVESTIGATOR. 

New York, July 20. 
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The Convention of the International Federation of Commercial 
Travelers’ Organizations. 


The ninth annual convention of the International Federation of Com- 
mercial Travelers? Organizations was held at the Stevens House, Lake 
Placid, N. Y., July 14, 15 and 16. The federation, which comprises in its 
membership fourteen associations, engaged chiefly in the writing of ac- 
cident insurance on commercial travelers, has become an important 
factor in the field of casualty insurance, about 300,000 traveling men 
being enrolled as members of these various associations. 

At the Lake Placid meeting, twelve associations were represented. 
The president, L. T. LaBeaume, secretary of the Travelers Protective 
Association of St. Louis, presided, and a number of questions affecting 
the various interests of the organizations were fully discussed. 

The meeting was also attended by Bayard P. Holmes, vice-president 
of the Hooper-Holmes Information Bureau, of New York, who ad- 
dressed the convention on the subject of the practical benefits derived 
from co-operation and the exchange of information between the accident 
companies. 

The following officers were elected for the ensuing year: President, 
L. C. Deets, secretary Iowa State Traveling Men’s Association of Des 
Moines, Ia.; vice-president, C. A. Nesbit, secretary Commercial Trav- 
elers Life and Accident Association of Cleveland, Ohio; secretary- 
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treasurer, D. K. Clink, secretary Northwestern Traveling Men’s Asso- 
ciation of Chicago, III. 

In the election of Mr. Deets the federation chose as its president one 
of its most active and influential members. He is widely known as an 
accident underwriter and is recognized as one of the ablest executives 
among the traveling men’s organizations. Under the administration of 
Mr. Deets the affairs of the Iowa State Traveling Men’s Association have 
prospered materially during the past few years, and it is believed that 
his standing in the business and his personal popularity and experi- 
ence will enable him to make the Federation a more potent factor in the 
casualty underwriting world than ever before. 

The next convention of the federation will be held at Mackinac Island 
in July, 1909. 





New Amsterdam Casualty Issues New Liability Policies. 


The New Amsterdam Casualty has issued a new line of liability policies, 
which are designed with a view to simplicity and liberality. In the 
manufacturers’ employers’ liability policy, several prominent features 
appear. 

The policy agrees to indemnify for injuries ‘‘suffered or alleged to 
have been suffered,’’ and includes ‘‘death resulting at any time there- 
from.’”’ It includes among the injuries, liability for which will be as- 
sumed by the company, those suffered by any person whose wages are 
included in the estimate, even though caused by officers or others 
whose wages are not included, and those suffered by drivers, their 
helpers, salesmen, collectors and messengers when away from the 
works, if not engaged in installations or mechanical demonstrations. 

It expressly affirms the obligation of the company to defend suits 
against the insured, whether groundless or not; to bear all expenses of 
such defense, including costs which may be taxed against insured, 
without regard to the limits of liability stated in the policy, and does 
not permit the company to divest itself of this obligation by payment of 
the full limit under the policy. It permits the insured to provide any 
needed immediate surgical relief at the cost of the company; to bring 
suit for money paid in satisfaction of any judgment, and to take ad- 
vantage of the full period provided by any statutory provision of his 
State for notice of accident or beginning of legal proceedings, where such 
provision does not agree with any time limit in the policy. 

It limits the time during which the company can claim the right to 
audit the books of the insured to a period not more than one year after 
the expiration of the policy, and continues the insurance in force for 
thirty days for benefit of his estate in case of death of insured. While 
this policy contains the usual provision allowing cancellation by either 
party at any time, it provides that when the company does the cancelling 
it may retain not more than the earned premium instead of the full 
minimum premium stipulated. 

The company issues all the forms in general use for liability insur- 
ance, and is prepared to promote a vigorous campaign for this class of 
business with the new contracts, all of which contain the new features 
recited above, in so far as they apply to the various forms in use. 





Etna Issues New Policy. 


The A4®tna Life has issued a new accident policy which sells for $10 
a year and is designed for men of small means. The new contract com- 
bines a $250 death payment in event of death from any cause, with an 
accident policy, the death benefit to be paid in addition to accident in- 
demnity. The accident features of the policy are: $1000 for accidental 
death within 200 weeks from date of injury, in addition to the $250 for 
death from any cause. To this is added double benefits for travel and 
burning-building accidents, and ten per cent accumulation for five 
years. Five dollars a week is paid for disabling accidental injury up 
to 200 weeks, which is also doubled under the travel clause; specific 
amounts for loss of limb or eyesight, fees for surgical operations and 
surgical treatment, and the beneficiary is insured up to $1000 without 
extra cost for travel, elevator or burning-building accidents. 





Casualty Notes 

—The General Accident, Fire and Life has entered Ohio. 

—The New Amsterdam Casualty has declared a semi-annual dividend of four 
per cent. 

—The Commonwealth Casualty of Philadelphia and the American Life and 
Accident of Salisbury, Mo., have entered Tennessee. 

—The Fidelity and Casualty has appointed Davis, Henig & Co. of Cleveland 
agents for Cleveland and Cuyahoga county for all lines. 

—The Consolidated Casualty Company of Parkersburg, W. Va., has been in- 
corporated, with an authorized capital of $1,000,000, of which $125,000 has been 
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Fire Insurance 


subscribed and $12,500 paid in. The incorporators are Edgar E. McWhinney, 
George H. Roth, Thomas Francis Gain, A. A. Bain, all of Philadelphia, and 
Frank A. Kuntz of Camden, N. J. 


—The American Anti-Accident Association has been organized at Sharpsville, 
Pa. The object of the association is to lessen the number of accidents occurring 
throughout the United States. 


—The new line of semi-commercial policies being put out by the Pennsylvania 
Casualty Company of Scranton, Pa., is meeting with remarkable success, and a 
large volume in this line is reported for June. 

—H. H. Behse, assistant superintendent of the accident department of the 
Fidelity and Casualty, has resigned to accept the general managership of the 
United States Health and Accident Company of Saginaw, Mich. 


—The Pittsburg Casualty Company, whose offices are in the Union Bank build- 
ing, Pittsburg, has elected the following officers: President, James B. Haines, 
Jr.; vice-president, Louis C. Sands; secretary and general manager, John M. 
Boggs; treasurer, George Z. Hosack; executive committee, James B. Haines, 
Jr., Louis C. Sands, John M. Boggs, E. E. Cole and James H. Price. The com- 
pany began business last week. 

—The Travelers Insurance Company and the Travelers Indemnity Company 
have refused to entertain a proposition from an officer of the International Auto- 
mobile League to act as agent for the Travelers Indemnity. The plan pro- 
posed by the league contemplates a rebate of premium to the assured. The in- 
surance company has warned the league not to make any assertions that it can 
procure for its members insurance in the Travelers. 





Surety Notes. 


—The charter of the Republic Guaranty and Surety Company, Dallas, Tex., has 
been approved. The company is capitalized at $200,000. 

—The American Surety has begun a friendly suit against John C. Billheimer, 
Auditor of State of Indiana, to determine his alleged right to dictate the form of 
bonds to be furnished by State bank and trust company officials. 

—The Empire State Surety has reorganized its Georgia agency department. The 
Cliff C. Hatcher Insurance Agency of Atlanta has been appointed general agent 
for fidelity, surety and burglary lines, and Boyd Perry of Atlanta, general agent 
for all its other casualty lines in Georgia. 


—The financial statement of the American Surety Company on June 30, 1908, 
shows assets of $6,710,874, and a surplus, including the paid-up capital of 
2,500,000, of $5,001,610. In addition to the above resources, the company owns: 
Real estate, unencumbered, in various places, of the value of $103,800; advances 
secured by collateral, $353,755; deposits in suspended banks, $133,062, on which 
will be realized not less than $188,491. 

—H. D. Lyman, president of the American Surety Company, took part in an 
interesting chess game while returning from Europe on the steamship “Carona.” 
The “Carona” and the “Teutonic,” both bound west, continued within about 
thirty miles of each other during June 29 and 30, and the game was played by 
means of the wireless telegraph. On behalf of the “Carona,” the game was con- 
ducted by Mr. Lyman, and for the “Teutonic,” by Charles F. Peterson of 
Chicago, and Mr. Younger of London in consultation. Mr. Lyman was vic- 
torious. 





TOO LATE FOR CLASSIFICATION. 


—Herbert F. Gillingham and Jesse G. McCutcheon of Philadelphia have en- 
tered suit against the Capitol Life Insurance Company of the District of Co- 
lumbia, and asked the court to appoint receivers for the concern. The com- 
pany has never begun business. 





REPORTS OF FIRE INSURANCE COMPANIES. 


In this department will appear, from week to week, the latest state- 
ments of licensed and unlicensed fire insurance companies operating in 
the United States, together with other information concerning them of 
interest to policyholders, company officials, agents and brokers. The 
data presented in this department will also be published in the form of a 
monthly supplement to the book entitled “Reports of Fire Insurance 
Companies,’”’ which is published annually, in June, by The Spectator 
Company. Prices: Book, with monthly supplements, one year, $7; book 
only, $5; monthly supplement only, $2 per annum. 


Alliance Fire Insurance Company, Austin, Minn. 
The Alliance Fire of Austin, Minn., has reinsured all of its outstanding liabili- 
ties under fire, lightning and tornado policies in the Connecticut Fire. The 
hail policies will be taken by the Alliance Hail and Cyclone Mutual of Austin. 


Delaware Fire Insurance Company, Dover, Del. 

This company, which reinsured its outstanding risks early this year and re- 
tired from active operation in all the States except Delaware, is planning to 
again enter the general field about September, when it expects to be able to 
show a net surplus of nearly $100,000. 


Pasadena Fire Insurance Company, Pasadena, Cal. 
The stockholders of the Realty Purchasing Company, which is the holding com- 
pany for the Pasadena Fire, have voted to proceed with the organization of the 
latter. 
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“Hlgencp ‘Wants, 


figency Wants. 





WANTED ar once 











A Few EXPERIENCED Stock 
Salesmen for Special 


Work 


IT WILL PAY YOU TO INVES: 
TIGATE _THIS _PROPOSITION 





Address “P. F. N.,” 
Care of The Spectator, 
P. O. Box 1117, 
New York City, N. Y. 








A Few Good Contracts for Special 
Work are offered to expert 
field organizers. 

Apply at once. 


(Guaranty Mutual Life Insurance Company 


PERRY BUILDING, PHILA., PA. 














WANTED—A few experienced Life Insurance Stock salesmeu 
who can furnish gilt-edge references, to place stock for a 
Million Dollar Company. The first of its kind to organize in 
its respective State. Address R., care of The Spectator 
P. O. Box 1117, New York City, N. Y. 


COLUMBIAN WOODMEN CO 


ATLANTA, GEORGIA 
OFFICERS—Jonathan B. Frost Peter F. Clarke 


J. Cheston King, M.D. J. 
Counselor: Hon. Hoke Smith 


FULL PROTECTION AGAINST 


Death, Disability and Partial Disability from Accident or Disease 
under One Contract. 


Accumulates a Surplus from Scientific Rates for Permanent Protection. 








Lloyd T. Binford 
Gen'l Clement A. Evans 








UNEQUALLED OPPORTUNITY for Agents to place an Exceptional 
Contract at Moderate Rates. 


WRITE FOR PARTICULARS AT ONCE 
OPPORTUNITY for managers and solicitors for the 
latest and approved plan of industrial insurance. Will 


give liberal renewal contract. Call or write 809 Mutual 
Life Building, Buffalo, N. Y. 








WANTED by « wide awake Western Life Insurance 


2 Company, SALESMEN who can sell life 
insurance stock. Only experienced men need apply, but to those 


who can make good will be offered inducements that are right. 
Reference and full particulars must accompany application or no attention 
will be paid. Address Manager, 520 Swetland Bldg., Portland, Ore. 


MANAGERS 


In New England, New York, New Jersey, Maryland, 

Penna., to write Health and Accident Insurance. 

Liberal Policies. iberal Compensation. 
FEDERAL CASUALTY COMPANY, Detroit 


1907--Income $371,000 Assets over $200,000 











An interesting proposition to those carrying 


FRATERNAL INSURANCE 


Liberal Commission to Agents, 


AMERICAN SERVICE UNION, 253 Broadway, N. Y. City 








Company Representation Wanted. 








Experienced ‘party with best of references is open for en- 
gagement by a reliable Fire Insurance Company as a special 
agent for Western New York, Northern Penna. and Ohio. 
Address “Conservative,” care of The Spectator, P: O. Box 
1117, New York City, N. Y. 





The agency of one or more Fire Insurance Companies is wanted for 
this City and State. I am well and favorably known and control de- 
sirable business, which can be greatly increased through representation 
of conservatively conducted companies. 


JULES A. GAUCHE, 


904 Gravier Street, New Orleans, La. 








Reporting and Adjusting Companies. 


THE HOOPER-HOLMES INFORMATION BUREAU 
ANSPECTION, DEPARTME oY 








This Bureau, through its inspectors and local correspondents, is Tait 
ese ; ions and ee applicants, a 5 —_ sand medi medical st omg 
com at t Cana: offer i 
facilities fer qurviee of Ges et eeeeodiiee cae on enca hae tree ag 
have recently ac news ofthe Helmes Mercantile Agency of New York, thos adding 


quired the business 
ee ae Blanks — eee No contract or sub- 
certptioe i rendered monthly, 
W .DE M. HOOPER, Prefer BAYARD P. HOLMES, Vice-President 


Prominent Agents and Brokers. 














ERCY B. DUTTON NEW YORK STATE MANAGER 


FOURTH FLOOR WILDER BLDG. ROCHESTER, N. Y. 
Humboldt Fire Insurance Co., of Pittsburg, Pa. 

Assets, $787,555.41 Surplus to Policyholders, $460,804.17 
Teutonia Fire Insurance Co., of Pittsburg, Pa. 

Assets, $792,496.07 Surplus to Policyholders, $481,906.29 








UBLICATIONS OF C. & E. LAYTON. 


The undersigned are sole agents in the United States for the old established pub- 
lishing house of Charles & Edwin Layton of London, England, whose long list of publications 
on fire, life, marine and other branches of insur. ,ce embrace the most valuable and standard 
treatises on these subjects. 

Senp Five Cent Stamp ror CATALOGUE. 


THE SPHCTATOR COMPANY 
135 WILLIAM STREET, NEW YORE 


50 





RWIN & GRIFFIN, NEW ORLEANS, LA. 
General Agents, Louisiana and Mississippi. 


Delaware Fire Insurance Company of Delaware. 
a Lumber Insurance Company of Buffalo, ~ o, 
dirondack Fire Insurance Company of New York. 
Lumber Insurance Company of New York. 
City of New York cence Company. 
Frankfort Marine and Accident Insurance Company of em 
New York Plate Glass Insurance Company of New York. 





